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Sponsors:  Senate Committee on Higher Education (originally sponsored by Senators Liias, 
Baumgartner, Carlyle, Frockt and Bailey).

Brief Summary of Substitute Bill

�

�

�

Requires the state universities, the regional universities, the Evergreen State College, 
and the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges to develop and adopt 
plans to facilitate reverse transfer policies by December 31, 2017.

Defines students eligible for reverse transfer policies as those who transfer from a 
community or technical college to a four-year institution of higher education before 
attaining an associate degree, but after completing 60 quarter credits or more.

Expires July 1, 2018. 

Hearing Date:  

Staff:  Megan Mulvihill (786-7304).

Background: 

There are many transfer policies in place in Washington, and these are agreed to and maintained 
by the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges (State Board), the Washington 
Student Achievement Council, and the four-year institutions of higher education.  A few of the 
transfer policies are listed below. 

Washington 45. 
The Washington 45 is a list of general education courses that a student can take at any 
Washington public community, technical, or four-year college or university and be able to 
transfer the credits to any other public and most private institutions of higher education in the 
state.  The student must have a minimum grade of a C or better in the course and is only allowed 
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to transfer a maximum of 45 quarter credits towards their general education requirements at the 
new institution. 

Direct Transfer Agreements.
The community and technical colleges offer associate degrees that are designated as Direct 
Transfer Agreements (DTAs).  The DTA associate degrees are designed to transfer to most 
Bachelor of Arts degrees at all of the state's four-year institutions of higher education.  These 
degrees allow students the opportunity to complete lower division general education 
requirements at a community or technical college and receive priority admissions consideration 
and a smooth transition to a four-year institution. 

Reverse Articulation Agreements.
Reverse articulation agreements, also known as reverse transfer, are for students who transferred 
from a community or technical college to a four-year institution before receiving their associate 
degree.  Reverse transfer allows the student to transfer credits back to the community or 
technical college to receive their associate degree after they complete the rest of the associate 
degree requirements at the four-year institution.  Three of the universities in Washington have 
reverse transfer agreements in place with all or some of the state's community and technical 
colleges: Western Governor's University, Eastern Washington University, and Washington State 
University.  Reverse transfer agreements allow a student to earn a credential while working 
towards their bachelor degree. 

Summary of Bill: 

The state universities, regional universities, the Evergreen State College (State College), and the
State Board for Community and Technical Colleges (State Board) must develop plans for 
facilitating the reverse transfer of academic credits from an institution of higher education to a 
community or technical college.  The plans must address two things: (1) a policy to allow 
eligible students to transfer credits back to a community or technical college to use towards 
completion of a two-year academic transfer degree; and (2) procedures for notifying students of 
their eligibility for reverse transfer.  The universities, State College, and the State Board must 
adopt the plans by December 31, 2017. 

In addition, "eligible students" are defined as transfer students who enroll as degree-seeking 
students at a four-year institution of higher education before attaining an associate degree, but 
after completing 60 quarter credits or more of transferable coursework at a Washington 
community or technical college.

There is an expiration date of July 1, 2018.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is 
passed.
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